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hausting that rich and fertile country. It wfll be found
that a system of almost unlimited borrowing of English
capital, and of increasing the public debt of India in times
of peace, drains the resources of the country for the pay-
ment of the interest in gold. And it will be found that
the non-representation of the views and opinions ol the
people in the administration of the country makes it weak
and uninformed in essential matters, wanting in touch with
the people, and ignorant of the real condition and even the
real poverty of the voiceless millions."

What better analysis could there be in the brief space
of a paragraph of the essential deficiencies of British rule
in India! The merit of the analysis lies, howevei, not in
its brilliance, but in the fact that it focussed attention ob-
jectively for the first time on the essential nature of the
British connection. Subsequent chapters of the work
dwelt on these themes further and demolished some of
the common arguments advanced in support of the thesis
of increasing prosperity of India under British administra-
tion. Referring to one such argument, namely "that the
trade of India has increased by leaps and bounds, and the
increase in trade must mean the prosperity of the people,"
Romesh Dutt stated in his work :

"Among the many blessings which England has con-
ferred on India, the encouragement of Indian industries
is not one. The increase in the value of imports into
India really means that the manual industries of India
have dried out in an unequal competition with the steam
and machinery of England. And the increase ia the value
of exports from India means that vast quantities of food
and raw material have to be sent out from India to pay
for imported English goods,..."

Another myth which was assiduously propagated at
the time to prove the increasing prosperity of the Indian